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Time 


is a great 


C[oc^is a machine of great morahvahue to man 
JlCCaying his concern for the future by reminding 
Him what a hot of time remaing to him 

Tor a Cong time it had seemed to me that Cife 
Was about to begin-reaCCife. (But tCiere was aCways 
Some obstacCe in the way, something to be 
gotten through first, some unfinished business, 
Time stiCCto be served, or debt to be paid 
dhen Cife wouCd begin. Jit Cast it dawned on me 
dhat these obstacCes were my Cife. 

<We aCCCiave our time machines 
Some tahe us bachj, tCiey’re caCCed memories 
Some tahe us forward, tCiey’re caCCeddreams. 

YOU MAY DELAY BUT TIME WILL NOT. 


© 


Collected by Aneena Elizabeth Bejoy 
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Response 


Those who sabotaged the Peace Process of the 
Malankara Syrian Church an Over View 

(A Rejoinder to the essays of Dr. Thomas Athanasius, Metropolitan) 
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I have been an avid reader 
of the series of essays on the 
ministry of the last two decades 
by Metropolitan Dr. Thomas 
Atha-nasius. He has picked up 
enough courage to bite the bul¬ 
let and take up issues with his 
erstwhile comrades and the new 
friends and foes with in the or¬ 
thodox faction of the church. In 
fact, while I agree with many 
an argument put forward by 
the author, I too have my own 
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reservations on the language 
and style of the narration as 
it becomes too much intense, 
may be due to the agony and 
ecstasy experienced by him. He 
knows exactly where the shoe 
pinches than most of us, who 
are mostly onlookers to sit on 
judgment, not as stake holders, 
but as parties looking for ap¬ 
plauding only those points which 
suit us to rubbish our opponents. 
Whenever we get carried away 
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by our emo-tions, to my utter 
surprise, I find that we are mostly 
subjective and superfluous. This 
might lead to raised tempers in 
and out of places. It is worth 
recalling that the same people 
who were singing “Hosanna” 
hymns to Jesus, after a few days 
shouted in unison to crucify him. 
We too do the same even to day. 
Our leaders both lay and clergy 
manipulate the masses to clamor 
for the head of John the Baptists 
for speaking the bitter truth and 
taking principled stand. 

Unequivocal Need: 

I may not fully agree with 
the author with regard to his 
approach and out look, yet I do 
fully sub-scribe to his arguments 
for putting in black and white the 
hitherto less audible and unheard 
facts related to the efforts made 
during the critical juncture of the 
20th century, and immediately 
after the 1995 Supreme Court 
verdict. History must be a dispas¬ 
sionate account of the events. To 
that extent, Metro-politan Atha¬ 
nasius has shown commendable 
intellectual honesty, and his 
integrity is rock solid even to un¬ 
initiated eyes of church history. 
As a thinker, theologian, social 
activist as well as a crusader of 
the process of inclusiveness, the 
author is eminently qualified 
to contribute his mite, so that 
any future distortions by sordid 
vested interest groups of the 
church history is pre- empted. 
An added ad-vantage for him, 
unlike many others, is his close 
association with the masses on 
the one hand and the classes on 
the other. As the leader of the 


erstwhile patriarch contact core 
group - confidence building 
group- for peace negotiations, 
and Dr Paulose Gregorios being 
the leader from the orthodox fac¬ 
tion, several hidden stories, per¬ 
sonal agenda , scheming minds, 
self seeking cut throat hypo¬ 
crites, back stabbers and the like 
were known to him and as such 
he could well discern the chaff 
and the corn easily. Thus putting 
it in writing is a yeomen service 
rendered for the posterity, even 
if it upsets many a personal and 
narrow concerns and petty egos. 
Thus it is an unequivocal need of 
the hour. 

Black Sheep and Reactionaries: 

It is not very relevant to 
dwell up on at length on each and 
every person who thwarted the 
unity and peace process of the 
Malankara Church. In fact, it is 
only foolhardy to go for a witch 
hunting, as the very purpose of 
this exercise is not to gun down 
the enemies of the peace process. 
To name and shame is not the 
mission of this rejoinder. It may 
be at the same unavoidable to 
name at least the villains of the 
peace process. If any one gets in¬ 
advertently hurt, I tender my un¬ 
qualified apologies in advance. 
Let me try to unfold the thread 
runs through the essays, may be 
logically and serial wise, so that 
we do have the right type of per¬ 
ception with the least distortions. 

1) The approach and atti¬ 
tude demonstrated by the then 
ortho-dox leadership, save HH 
Mathews II, towards the van¬ 
quished patri-arch section was 


very hostile and to provoke them 
to accept the court verdict as 
such on humiliating terms and 
or marginalize them and at the 
same time acquire the physical 
possessions (DB, June 2010,P 3). 
It seems the over riding approach 
of the orthodox section towards 
the patriarch section was either 
put up or shut up. 

2) The conciliatory efforts 
spearheaded by well meaning 
people like Arch Bishop Joseph 
Pavathil, Alexander Mar Thoma 
Metropolitan, Arch Bishop Bene¬ 
dict Gregorios and others were 
thrown out of the window by 
the then orthodox faction lead¬ 
ers and squandered an excellent 
oppor-tunity for effecting unity 
in the Malankara Church (DB 
June 2010,P4). 

3) The booklet, entitled, “This 
is a Matter of Faith” was a huge 
hit in mobilizing the masses 
behind the patriarch section 
and it effectively countered the 
argument that the Indian Church 
has nothing to do with Syrian 
Christian tra-ditions, as put for¬ 
ward by the orthodox faction. 
It did succeed in exposing the 
orthodox sections dictatorial and 
self imposed supremacy attitude 
of “holier than thou”. 

4) Peace proposals submitted 
by the patriarch section were 
not accorded any positive consi¬ 
deration. Had there been discre¬ 
tion and humility on the part of 
the orthodox leadership, it would 
have served better Christian wit¬ 
ness and ensured growth in the 
church (DB June 2010, P 6). 

5) The 1995 Supreme Court 
verdict had opened up a golden 
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opportunity for peace and unity 
and to undo the erstwhile squan¬ 
dered peace efforts. The laudable 
peace initiatives taken by HH 
Patriarch in the form of issuing 
a special bull, facilitated by the 
persuasive skills of Dr D Babu 
Paul, did not make any impact 
with in the patriarch section here 
in Malankara. The orthodox sec¬ 
tion also did not bother about it 
as a proactive strategy. 

6) Dr Paulose Gregorios had 
the conviction that it was the 
most opportune time to bring in 
pace, reconciliation and unity 
with in the church. However, his 
efforts con-tained in the write up 
circulated amongst the friends 
were nipped in the bud by the 
orthodox camp. 

7) The zeal for unity forced 
a few well meaning pro- peace 
members including Dr Athanasi¬ 
us to call on the then Catholicose 
HH Mathews II. Though it did 
not help much, the anti- unity 
schemers amongst the patriarch 
section, made it their proclaimed 
agenda to even murder the apos¬ 
tles of peace who had initiated 
the dialogue with HH Catholi¬ 
cose (DB July210,P 4). 

8) HB Baseliose Paulose II 
was though fully disillusioned 
with the Antiochean relation¬ 
ship, was master minded by 
those who were against unity and 
peace, by creating an increased 
feeling of insecurity in him. It 
may be quoted for putting the 
record straight, “In the 1981 Da¬ 
mascus Synod, why did HB sign 
an agreement against the interest 
of the Malankara Church? His 


reply was “unless I did sign it, I 
would not have come back alive 
to India” (DB July2010, P 6). 

Here we see inherent ano¬ 
malies with built in sordid vested 
interests superimposed over it. Is 
it an example of lack of vision, 
integrity, or conviction of born 
again Christian approach? This 
is a tragedy of unwittingly killing 
the peace process. 

It is common knowledge 
that the Piravom parish church 
making a donation that too a 
special donation, of Rs. 2 lakhs 
to HB Paulose II was part of a 
grand master intriguing game 
played by those who wanted to 
kill the peace process (DB Aug 
2010, P 4). 

9) Closely on the heels of the 
Supreme Court verdict, a special 
meeting was called by HH Pa¬ 
triarch in Damascus. It did not 
come through as the intended 
participants did not go for such 
a meeting. Then it was decided 
to send a delegation of bishops 
to brief HH Patriarch. Even that 
was a truncated one, as many of 
the appointed bishops did not 
show up in the air port for check 
in. Thus even at the leadership 
level, people started to wither 
away (DB Aug 2010, P 5). 

10) The special synod held at 
Mar Julius Seminary, Perump- 
ally on 5th Nov 1996 was at¬ 
tended by the representative of 
HH the Patriarch too to discuss 
the church unity. It took certain 
historic decisions paving the 
way for permanent peace and 
reunion with in the Malankara 
church as envisaged in the bull 
No E-175/95 of HH Patriarch. 


It is a different story that even 
the same Patriarch had subse¬ 
quently become very much 
indifferent to the peace process 
for reasons better known to him 
and to some others as well (DB 
Sept,2010,Pp4-5). 

11) As a matter of fact, peace 
and unity efforts were given 
unceremonial obituaries in the 
hands of some of the bishops 
from central Kerala who belong 
to the orthodox faction. Their 
callous and immature public ut¬ 
terances like, “some 2-3 bishops 
from the other side came to 
our fold along with their car 
drivers. That is all. And that is 
the sum total of church unity 
as they are concerned”. How 
damaging and derogatory were 
such irresponsible or deliberate 
statements and that too at this 
critical juncture? 

Initially a sizable chunk 
of the clergy and laity from the 
northern regions of the church 
namely Kandanad, Trichur and 
Angamaly dioceses were in 
favour of church unity. But due 
to the orthodox fanatics, this 
silent majority had shown signs 
of withdrawal sym-ptoms (DB 
Sept, 2010, Pp 4-5). 

12) The efforts initiated by 
the late Catholicose Mathews II 
through his emissaries like Mr. 
PC Abraham, Mr. KM Mathew 
and the like with the pro- unity 
bishops of the Patriarch section 
at Muva-ttupuzha was mostly 
in the nature of merging them 
and their faction in the orthodox 
church. But this was resisted 
by the bishops concerned and 
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wanted instead, unity and peace 
in the church as it was not a 
question of getting accommo¬ 
dation for a few. This unfolds a 
saga of further unity efforts as it 
is understood by all well mean¬ 
ing people (DB, Sept, 2010, P 8). 

13) The much insisted up on 
“undertaking” given to the late 
Catholicose in strict confidence 
was leaked out from Devalokam 
and its related domain, though 
it was solemnly promised to 
be kept in safe custody as top 
confidential document, till such 
time the unity achieved its full 
results. The leaked document 
was widely circulated in the 
large parish churches of northern 
Kerala by deliberate design to 
undennine the peace process and 
unity efforts! 

This has poured further 
oil in the already burning fire at 
the hands of the patriarch sec¬ 
tion and the hither to fellow 
travelers of unity movement, 
willy- nilly bid farewell to the 
leader of the unity process from 
the patriarch section and thus 
it has created a deadly blow to 
the entire peace process. It was a 
double tragedy as the attack was 
from both sides alike. In fact, this 
was precisely the design of those 
who engineered its leak from the 
secretariat of the Catholicose 
(DB Sept.2010, P 9). 

14) Though majority of the 
orthodox camp in the Kandanad 
diocese extended their full sup¬ 
port and appreciation for the 
un-dertaking given by the author 
to the Catholicose, the orthodox 
leader-ship in Kandanad had 
went on evolving newer schemes 


to rubbish the author. The sole 
aim it appears was to kill the 
church unity at any cost (DB Oct 
2010, P6). 

The next strategy to thwart 
the peace process, adopted by the 
Kandanad catholicose faction, 
“was to name and shame” some 
senior lay leaders like Mr. KM 
Mathew and Mr. PC Abraham, 
etc on a day when the managing 
committee was meeting inKot- 
tayam (DB Oct 2010,P6). 

15) The Malankara Church 
feud and the continued liti¬ 
gations were not due to faith 
and or freedom issues, as 
made out by some schemers 
to impress up on the gullible 
believers. The divisions and 
dissensions were on account 
of power mongering, lack of 
vision, self seekers, hidden 
personal agenda, and above all 
the utter lack of conviction of 
Christian witness. Nonetheless, 
it was due to the total lack of 
any discernible fruits of the Holy 
Spirit to be manifested in the 
thinking of policy makers. Even 
the Sermon on the Mount was 
quite alien to them! 

16) Some of the orthodox 
leaders, without fully compre¬ 
hending the Supreme Court 
verdict in its full perspective, 
took a stand of feudal approach 
to the patriarch faction who was 
willing to discuss peace and 
unity. These feudal lords wanted 
either total surrender or to get out 
of the church after surren-dering 
the physical properties, of course 
they were permitted to take away 
the metaphysical legacies with 
out any restrictions! People with 


self respect had to shy away from 
this kind of insolent treatment 
meted out to them, with out 
realizing the kind of the ball 
game played (DB, Oct 2010, P8). 

17) It is very interesting to 
note that by the Supreme Court 
verdict of 1995, the factional 
existence of the Malankara 
Church came into an end! 
However, the majority of the 
patriarch faction did not join 
the unified church, the orthodox 
faction failed to liberate itself 
from its sectarian identity as 
well. The 

“Assimilation attitude of 
the orthodox section was in 
effect the major villain of the 
peace process and the resultant 
fiasco in the realm of unity”, 

18) The 1934 constitution 
of the Malankara Orthodox 
Syrian Church was accepted in 
1958 by then patriarchal group- 
both clergy and laity. The same 
constitution was accepted in 
1995 after the Supreme Court 
verdict by the four bishops of the 
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SANTHULA TRUST HOSPITAL 

Vadakara, Koothattukulam 
Ph: 0485-2250745, 9447575091 

A Clinical and Research Centre of Neuro - Behavioural Science 


OUR SERVICES: 

Counselling Centre 
Child and Adolescent Guidance Clinic 
Marital Therapy Centre 
Mental Health Hospital 
De-addiction Clinic with AA Groups 
Geriatric Care Centre and ‘Pakal Veedu’ 
Rehabilitation Unit 
Learning Disability Clinic 
Resource Centre for Community 
sensitization and health education 
Psych i atr i o Tra i n i ng Contro for students- nurs- 


ing, 

psychology and psychiatric social work. 

OUR FACILITIES: 

• Regular OPD form 8.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mon¬ 
day to Friday, and upto 1 p.m. only, on Satur¬ 
days. 

• 24 hr. psychiatric emergency-service 

• 60-bedded in-patient residential facility compris¬ 
ing of hygienic, well ventilated general wards, 
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